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The Universal Language of Music

On Thursday, June 4, the Fujiyoshida International Friendship Association hosted a "Sister Cities Concert" welcoming
the Colorado Springs Youth Symphony and their conductor, Mr. Gary Nicholson. Drawing over 600 attendees including
local residents and overseas guests accompanying the symphony, the concert served as a testament to the power of music
to connect people's hearts across oceans and generations.

The first part of the program opened with a performance of "Wakamono no Subete" by the Yoshida High School Music
Club, and a powerful rendition of "Fuju Raimei" by Fujisan Kaen Taiko. For the second part, Colorado Springs Youth
Symphony took the stage to demonstrate their prowess across a variety of genres, from traditional works like Nicolai
Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Russian Easter Overture” to contemporary masterpieces like Arturo Marquez’s "Danzén No. 2.”

The highlight of the concert was a joint performance of “Fantasia for Taiko and Orchestra” by Fujisan Kaen Taiko and
the Youth Symphony. Although the two groups have long-standing ties, this marked their first joint performance in
Fujiyoshida. Gary dedicated the performance to the taiko group’s leader, Mr. Eiji Miyashita, who first introduced him to
the world of taiko. Gary was all smiles as he shook hands with old friends like Mr. Miyashita and fellow choral conductor
Mr. Kimio Watanabe, who closed the concert with his impressions. In an interview with the local TV station, Gary
reflected fondly the 30-year relationship the symphony has maintained with Fujiyoshida and Japan since their first visit in
1996. He emphasized the power of music to transcend barriers and bring people together regardless of difference, truly
embodying the group’s motto: “Through music, we are one.”

Written by: Jennifer Ishida Basco (CIR)
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