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My name is Lauren Boyd. In Fujiyoshida, |
spent my time meeting various residents of
the city. | participated in a couple of Japanese
and English language exchange meetings
and had a presentation of Colorado Springs.
| also had the wonderful opportunity to do a
homestay with Asako Togawa, where | tried
many vegetables such as Myoga and Hana-
Okura. My most memorable experience was
the Himatsuri. The sight of burning torches
lining the streets and people weaving in
between them made the quiet town of
Fujiyoshida come alive. It was truly amazing.
Sister city relationships are more important
now than ever. Sister cities can leverage face
to face interactions to promote peace and
understanding. In recent years, | have learned
of the strong relationship between Fujiyoshida
and Colorado Springs nurtured by decades of
kindness. | hope that future generations will
continue to see the wholehearted bond that

our two cities share as it grows even stronger.
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